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"Well, there doesn't seem to be anything else for an ex-President to do but go into the country and raise big pumpkins."

Which one of the illustrious former presidents of the U.S. of A. said this on his way out of Washington, headed for an iron grip on first place in the pumpkin-judging competition at his local county fair?  Send answers, and a contribution for next month’s newsletter, to the editor at budapestelliot@yahoo.com!

Announcements:

· -There will be a TEFL RETREAT on Oct. 4, at the Trefort Kolegium.  The retreat session(s) will be determined by what you guys say you need help in.  So, having problems with classroom management? Forgot how to read, let alone teach a reading activity? Just lost the sense of rhythm that jazz chants require? Contact our newly christened TEFL coordinator, Annika, at aherbes@hotmail.com!

· -Oct. 19-26 is Fall break.  Saturday, Oct. 18, is a teaching day.  So contact your school and see if you have to show up that day before you go flitting across Europe, okay?

(kinda) Upcoming Birthdays:

Ryan - Sept. 13

Katrina - Sept. 9

Carice "Reecy" Blazo - Sept. 25

Tell them how spatial* they are!

Time For TEFL!

Each issue of the newsletter, there will (most likely) be a section in which we will be able to share the TEFL wisdom that we have acquired over the year (or years).  For this month’s installment, I’ve dug into my extensive lesson plan archives and pulled out this gem from yesteryear.  I never got around to using it, but if you do, let us all know how it goes!

The MC Hammer Lesson

Goals: 

1.  The Learner Will Be Able To get a catchy rap tune from the early '90s stuck in his/her head.

2.  TLWBAT write and choreograph a rap song in groups.

Materials needed:  1 tape/video/CD of "2 Legit 2 Quit," 1 pair parachute pants

"Hook":  Enter classroom wearing parachute pants.  Dance for a few minutes (whether or not you have musical accompaniment is at your discretion), making sure to use a few of Hammer's signature moves.

Presentation:  Give MC Hammer's biographical information.  You may need to write unfamiliar words, such as "Oaktown," "entourage," and "bankruptcy" on the board.  Play "2 Legit 2 Quit," having students fill in missing words on sheet of paper.

Practice:  Explain unclear words, discuss themes of the song.  You may want to give the students discussion questions to help them digest the material.  For example:

1.  Define, in your own words, what "legit" means.

2.  What does the term "get buck" mean to you?  And why is it accompanied (in the video) by the "ride the pony" dance?

3.  Are you 2 Legit 2 Quit, or do you think that you will most likely quit sometime?  Explain.

If you have the video rather than the tape/CD, here are some more:

1.  Why are there so many Atlanta Falcons in the video?  Are they 2 Legit 2 Quit?  Could Hammer have featured some football players who were more legit?

2.  What do you think of the dancer with the triangular hair?  Is that freaky, or what?

Production:  Divide the class into posses of four or five.  Have each group write a rap song, using "2 Legit 2 Quit" as a template, if necessary.  You may want to give guidelines as far as topics and words/gestures they may or may not use.  If it is a beginner class, you may want to give them a fill-in-the-blank song.  If there is time, have them choreograph the song they have written, and perform it next class.

Tips for the Classroom:
Every now and then, the foreign English teacher is likely to run into a problem that he/she is not prepared to face.  In the interest of readying the teacher for some of the odder happenings of the teaching abroad experience, we here at the (insert name of newsletter here) have put together a series entitled "What To Do In An Emergency." 
Installment #1: What To Do When One Student Squirts Meat Paste Into Another Student's Eye 
If you have not had the foresight to include "No Food" among your class rules, it may happen that a student in your class, anxious to get at that meaty goodness, squeezes a little too hard and incapacitates a fellow student with a stream of paste to the eyeball.  You turn from the blackboard, where you have been painstakingly writing out grammar rules that these students could already recite to you in their sleep, to find the paster trying to look innocent and the pastee writhing on the floor.  How should you react? 
Step 1: Don't Panic.  Many an otherwise levelheaded English teacher has fallen apart in a situation like this.  Just stay cool. Keep a paper bag handy to stave off hyperventilation, if necessary. 
Step 2: Ask, "Are you OK?" and wait for the pastee to give the international sign for "I have meat paste in my eye."  Otherwise, it could just be a false alarm. 
Step 3: Assuming there is a sink in your classroom, fill it with warm water and dunk the pastee's head repeatedly until the paste becomes dislodged.  If no sink, use a moist towelette.  If no towelette, spit. 
Step 4: Once the paste has come out, allow the pastee to go to the bathroom to compose himself/herself.  Give everyone else a few minutes to recover from the excitement.  If you sense that this is a "teachable moment," write any new vocabulary words from the incident on the board. 
Step 5: The pastee will undoubtedly want the next month or so of classes off to recuperate.  DO NOT LET HIM/HER HAVE IT.  Although a shot of meat paste to the eye is indeed a traumatic experience, only two or three days should be allowed, at most. 
* spatial  adj. – of or relating to space.





