Intermediate 118 old.

A MARRIAGE MADE IN A HELL!

This is how Judge Margaret Pickles described the marriage of Patrick and Pauline Peters as she ordered them to spend fourteen days in prison for rowing.

THE COUPLE only married six months ago and already they are famous for their rows. Neighbours complained that they could hear them shouting from the bus stop six hundred yards away. Mrs Iris Fish, who lives opposite, said, 'First I asked them nicely to stop because my baby couldn’t get to sleep, but they didn’t. Then my husband knocked at their door and told them to stop, but still they didn’t. They threw a chair at him out of the window. It just missed him! So that was it! We rang the police and asked them to come immediately.'

Mr and Mrs Peters admitted they had been arguing. Mrs Peters said that she had accused Mr Peters of wasting their money on drink and gambling. However, they denied throwing the chair.

The judge clearly did not believe them. She reminded them that they had already had two previous warnings from the police and she told them that they would soon cool down in prison, especially as they would be in separate prisons. She advised them to talk to a marriage guidance counsellor.

Mr and Mrs Fish and their baby are looking forward to some sleep! ·

Word list

couple
pár
gambling
szerencsejáték

famous for sg
híres vlmiért
to deny
tagadni

row
veszekedés
to admit
bevallani

to row
veszekedni
to remind
emlékeztetni

to miss sy
épp elkerül /szék/
to be accused of sg
vádolva lenni vlmivel

immediately
azonnal
warning
figyelmeztetés

to argue
vitatkozni
to cool down
lehiggadni

separate
különálló
marriage guidance counsellor
házassági tanácsadó

to waste sg on sg
pazarol vlmit vlmire
to look forward to i ing
várakozással tekint vlmi elé

Who is speaking? Find the lines in the text.

'You must go to prison for a fortnight.'

'It's terrible. We can hear them shouting from the bus stop.'

`Please, will you stop making that noise? My baby can’ t get to sleep.'

`Stop making that noise!'

'Please, can you come immediately?' 'OK. OK. It's true. We were arguing.'

'You've been wasting our money on drink and gambling again!'

'We didn't throw the chair.'

'Remember that you have already had two warnings from the police.'

`You'll soon cool down in prison.'

 `I think you should see a marriage guidance counsellor.'

Listen to Pauline and Irish and take notes about what they say happened.

Tapescript 88a

Pauline Peters

OK. We argue sometimes but not often. Usually we just sit quietly and watch television in the evenings. But sometimes ... sometimes we argue about money. We don't have very much because neither of us has a job at the moment, and t get very upset when Patrick spends the little we have at the pub or on the horses. He promised to stop drinking but he hasn’t stopped. It's worse since he lost his job. OK. We were shouting but we didn't throw a chair at Mr Fish. It ... er ... it just fell out of the window. And I'm really sorry that we woke the baby. We won't do it again. We love children. We'll babysit for Mr and Mrs Fish anytime if they want to go out.

Tapescript 88b Irís Físh

Every night it's the same. They argue every night. And we can hear every word they say. During the day it's not so bad because they're both out at work. But in the evenings it's terrible. Usually, they start arguing about which television programme to watch, Then he bangs the door and marches down the road to the pub. Last night he came back really drunk. He was shouting outside his front door. `Open the door you ... er ... so and so.' 1 won't tel) you the

language he used! But she wouldn't open it, she opened a window instead and threw a plant at him. Tonight she threw a chair at my poor husband. They're so selfish. They don't even care about the baby.

DAVID COPPERFIELD

Chapter 1

I AM BORN (Part one)

I was born at Blunderstone, in Suffolk. I was a posthumous child. My father's eyes had closed upon

the light of this world six months when mine opened on it.

On the afternoon of that eventful and important Friday, my mother was sitting by the fire, very timid and sad, and very doubtful of ever coming alive out of the trial that was before her, when, lifting her eyes to the window opposite, she saw a strange lady coming up the garden. When she reached the house, instead of ringing the bell, she came and looked in at that window, pressing her nose against the glass. She gave my mother such a turn, that I have always been convinced I am indebted to Miss Betsey for having been born on a Friday Then she made a frown and a gesture to my mother, like one who was accustomed to being obeyed, to come and open the door. My mother went.

`Mrs David Copperfield, I think,' said Miss Betsey. 

`Yes,' said my mother faintly.

`Miss Trotwood,' said the visitor. 

`You have heard of me, I dare say?'

My mother answered that she had had the pleasure. 

`Take off your cap, child,' said Miss Betsey, `and let me see you. Why, bless my heart! You are a very baby!' My mother was, no doubt, unusually youthful in appearance; she hung her head, as if it was her fault, poor thing, and said sobbing, that indeed she was afraid she was but a childish widow, and would be a childish mother she lived.

`Well?' said Miss Betsey `And when do you expect?' 

`I am all in a tremble,' faltered my mother. 

`I don't know what's the matter. I shall die, I am sure!'

`No, no, no,' said Miss Betsey. `

Have some tea. I have no doubt it will be a girl. I have a presentiment that it must be a girl. Now, child, from the moment of the birth of this girl ...'

.., `Perhaps boy . '

`Don't contradict. From the moment of this girl's birth, child, I intend to be her friend. I intend to be her godmother, and I beg you'll call her Betsey Trotwood Copperfield. There must be no mistakes in life with this Betsey Trotwood. She must be well brought up. '

Word list

eventful
eseménydús
to make a frown
ráncolja a szemöldökét

timid
félénk
to be accustomed to I ing
hozzászokik vlmihez

sad
szomorú
to obey
engedelmeskedni

doubtful
kétséges
bless my heart
istenem

to reach
elér vlmit, odaér
to hang one’s head
lógatja a fejét

to be convinced 
meggyőződve lenni
sobbing
zokogva

to be indebt to sy
lekötelezettje vlkinek
indeed
valóban

to give sy a turn
megijeszteni vlkit
fault
hiba

to be in  a tremble
remeg
to contradict
ellentmond

to falter
kinyög
to intend
szándékozik, akar

no doubt
kétségtelen
presentiment
előérzet, balsejtelem

Read the passage again and answer the questions

1 Which of the following adjectives describe David's mother and which describe Betsey Trotwood? Which word describes neither of them?

forceful shy confident frightened weak strong miserable impatient bossy meek insensitive motherly severe flustered

Why was David a `posthumous child"?) When had his father died? What was his father's name?

Why is that Friday called `eventful and important"? What is `the trial'? 

Why is David `indebted to Miss Betsey for having been born on a Friday'? 

Why does Miss Betsey call David's mother `child"? 

How many reasons can you find as to why David's mother is sad and frightened?

What is Betsey Trotwood absolutely certain about?

BROTHERS AND CHILDREN

1 A large family

J = Jillie I = Interviewer

I'm the youngest of nine children. My eldest sister is still alive, age ninety-three and there are sixteen years between us. We were four girls, four boys, and then me. And how well did you all get on together when you were children?

Really, amazingly well. Being the youngest, I and my two young brothers rather looked on the rest of the family as `the others', `cos by that time they were either away at school or working. But we were always fond of one another and now of course, the roles have rather reversed because they were inclined to keep an eye on us and now --- we younger ones, the two youngest, are very busy looking after the remainder, `the ancient ones'.

Tell me how your relationship with your sister, Joy, has changed over the years. Joy was the sister who used to ... in her holidays ... used to take me off er ... for lovely walks and teach me a great deal about the countryside. And she eventually became a nun and disappeared to Australia for twenty-three years. And we wrote to one another and I was still her little sister. When she came back, shortly after my husband died and the whole relationship changed enormously, and we became tremendous friends, we've never looked back.

What do you see as the main advantage and disadvantage of coming from such a large family?

I think the main advantage was this marvellous example of our parents, of how to enjoy life on a shoestring, because we were very much the poor relations, and it always amused us that our wealthy young cousins envied us so much. We had the old bikes and all the freedom in the world, and they were stuffed into Eton suits and expected to behave themselves. Disadvantages?

I think it was very tough at a certain stage to have hand-me-down clothes, especially for a vain little girl, and not to have much in the way of parties and perhaps not to be able to go abroad, as other children did. But the advantages outweighed the disadvantages enormously, there's no doubt about that.

Six out of the nine of you are still alive. How closely have you kept in touch over the years?

Very closely. For many years now we've had an annual family party of three generations. And the touching thing is that

the two younger generations just love to come, and there are anything up to sort of thirty-five of us meet up, once a year, in one or other of the houses, and have this marvellous lunch and tea-party. and lots of photographs are taken. And we've now got baby twins that were handed round this time. D'you know, and all this sort of thing ... marvellous!

2 An only child

P = Philippa 1 = Interviewer

1'm an only child and basically I think the disadvantages far outweigh the advantages of being an only child. I was erm ... relatively happy as a young child but as you get older, I think being an only child gets more difficult to deal with.

When you were little it wasn't too bad being an only child`?

No, but I was very lucky; I had lots of cousins. I had fourteen first cousins and most of them lived in the same towp that 1 grew up in until I was ten, so we all played together and what have you. And I had a friend who lived next door to me, who was my best friend, who was the same age as me and so she was a bit like a sister then 1 suppose, and it wasn't until we moved away from there that 1 think it became more difficult being an only child.

You said to me once that it was when you were a teenager that it was particularly hard. Why was that'?

Yes. 1 think ... 1 think when you're a teenager, you're quite unsure of how to deal with things, especially your parents anyway, and when you're on your own, you have nobody to compare notes with or to sort of say, are my parents being unreasonable or not, you just have to work it out for yourself, and that I think is quite hard really.

Some people who come from large families might envy you because you had all of your parents' attention.

Yes. That of course has its negatives as well as its positives, doesn't it? 1 think. You have all of their attention but you don't always want it, especially as a teenager. 1 think at that point in your late teens, you want to move away from your family a little bit, and

. and sort of explore other relationships, and if you have all of your parents' attention, you can't necessarily do that very well.

What about now that you're an adult? Does the fact of being an only child have any impact on your life at all:'

Er ... yes. I think it's probably again quite difficult really. Erm ... my father died about ten years ago, so of course 1'm the one who's left totally responsible for my mother. I'm the one that has to look after her if she has a problem, and help her if she needs help in any way. There's nobody else to help at all. So yes, 1 think it does have problems then. too.

I You have two children of your own. Was that a conscious decision because you decided that you didn't want one of your children to be an only child'?

P Yes, very definitely. Yes, yes, I didn't want that to happen and I feel sorry for other children who are only children. I must say, I think that's ... at this age at the age of my children, it's probably fine but as they get older, I think it gets more difficult.

I So all in all, being an only child is not something you'd recommend.

P No, certainly not, no, no.

 Listen to two people talking about their families. 

First listen to Jillie, and answer the questions. 

- How many brothers and sisters does she have?

-Was she happy as a child? Why`? Why not`?

 - Is she happy now? Why? Why not`?

- How has the family changed over the years?

- What do you learn about other members of her family and friends?

