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This unit is designed to integrate disciplines using a theme.

To be used the week before Valentine’s Day.

Begin the unit by brainstorming all the things that in some way are connected by “red”.  Here are some possibilities:

Red Sea

Red River Valley

Blood

Fire


Tomato


Strawberry

Cherry

Red Beets


Rage

Stop Sign

Fire Truck


Sports Car

Red Planet

Red Tide


Red Buttons

Roses


Robert Redford

Red Eye

Rash


Cincinnati Reds

Cardinal

Ruby


Red Cross


Red Squirrel

Communism
Redwood


Red Pepper

Radish

Red Raspberry

International Flags

Budget – operating in the red

Red Badge of Courage

Where the Red Fern Grows

Red Storm Rising

Snow White and Red Rose

The Black Stallion and the Red Mare

The Ransom of Red Chief

Little Red Riding Hood

The Red Pony

The Scarlet Letter

The Red Shoes

LITERATURE:

Choose either one of the following:

a) The Ransom of Red Chief and The Black Stallion and the Red Mare

OR

b) Grimm’s fairytale “Snow White and Red Rose” and Anderson’s fairytale “The Red Shoes”

1. Compare and contrast:

a) Antagonists

b) Protagonists

c) Settings

d) Cultures

2. What if? 

Hypothesize, predict, conclude, synthesize, generalize.

3. Write a sequel.  Keep a diary of the main character.  Write a news article about main events.

4. What do you think is the best part?  Why?

5. Use a Pictionary format for vocabulary study.

LANGUAGE ART: 

1.
Research the life and use a web to profile a famous personality whose name is “red”.

2. Make a list of all the names you can think of for “red”.  Write a story or poem incorporating as many as possible.

SOCIAL STUDIES:

1.
Investigate countries of the world whose flags have the colour red.  What does red symbolize in each flag?  What does red symbolize in the Hungarian flag?  Each student should choose a different country that has a flag with the colour in it.  Using the Encarta section of the computer, they should answer any two questions about the country of their choice.

a) Name the largest lake in the country.

b) Name the longest river in the country.

c) Name the highest mountain in the country.

d) Name the most famous person born in the country.  Why is s/he famous?

e) Name the main source of income for the country.

2.
Research traffic accidents in the community.  Determine where the most and least accidents happen.  Determine if accidents happen most where there are stop signs, four-way stops, traffic lights, or flashing lights to control traffic.  What other variables should be considered?  Write a letter to the city council to propose a traffic control system for a new shopping mall.  Use visuals to enhance your proposal.

MATH:


Discuss in a large group what it means to operate “in the red”.  Brainstorm a list of situations where that happens on a regular basis.  Analyze why families cannot operate “in the red” but governments can.  Divide the class into groups with each designing a plan for balancing the national budget.  Share group projects with the entire class and prepare a debate to determine the best plan.

SCIENCE:


1.
Invite a representative of the Red Cross to visit the classroom.  Develop a list of questions to ask before the guest arrives.  Perhaps voluntary members of the class could have their blood typed.  Investigate, with a partner who has the same blood type, information about that blood type.  Prepare a graphic organizer to share the information.  Compare and contrast all the groups.

2.
Red sky at night,


Sailors’ delight,


Red sky in the morning, 


Sailors take warning.

This advice to navigators has scientific reasoning behind it.  Hypothesize as to what it could be; investigate to determine what it really is, and conclude if your hypothesis was faulty or accurate.

3. Divide into groups.  Prepare a presentation that demonstrates an understanding of the “red planet”.

4. Create a meal of all red foods.

5. Invite a geologist to inform the class about the formation and mining of rubies.  Why are rubies precious?  How are synthetic rubies made?  Compare and contrast the two.

ART:


Who was the artist known for painting redheads?  Did he have a distinguishing style?  Prepare a portfolio of what are considered his best works.  Compare his life and works with other great masters.

HEALTH: - affective

1.
Discuss rage.  How has it affected you personally?  How does it affect others?  Is it good?  Is it bad?  Does everybody have some?  Why, or why not?  Invite a psychologist to discuss with the class ways of dealing with rage.

2.
Discuss the human emotions that are represented by “red”.  Construct a collage from newspaper/magazine articles and picture titles for “The Feelings of Red”.


