TRAIN


TRAVELLING BY TRAIN

VOCABULARY

railway guide /reilwei gaid/
menetrend

to leave one's luggage in a locker /li:v (( l(gid( in ( l(k(/


to see sy off on a train /si: (f (n ( trein/
kikísérni vlkit

connection /k(’neksn/
csatlakozás

to put the window up/ down 
fel/ lehúzni

a) to sit facing/ -/feici(/

         back to the engine /b(k/
b) menetiránnyal  azonos irányban, szemben utazni

to pull the emergency brake /i’m(:d((nsi breik/
vészféket meghúzni

lost property office /l(st pr(p(ti (fis/
elveszett tárgyak irodája

to be due to leave/ arrive /dju: tu li:v (’raiv/
esedékes az indul/ érk.

to depart /di’p(:t/
indulni

to slow down 
fékezni

to be in time - 
pontosan érkezni

c) to run to schedule /(edju:l/
menetrend szerint járni

d) fast train /f(:st trein/
gyorsvonat

e) express train /ik’spres/
express

f) compartment /k(m’p(:tm(nt/
kupé

g) public service /p(blik s(:vis/
közszolgálat

h) sleeping car 
hálókocsi

i) fake leather /feik le((/
műbőr

j) seat reservation /si:t rez(’vei(n/
helyjegy

k) corridor /k(rid(:/
folyosó

l) to announce /(’nauns/
bejelenteni

m) covered /k(v(d
fedett

n) ticket collector /tikit k(’lekt(/ 
jegyellenőr

o) relief train /ri’li:f trein/
mentesítő járat

p) to run according to schedule /(’k(:di( to (edju:l/
menetrend szerint jár

q) to carry goods /k(ri guds/
árut szállítani

r) crossing gate /cr(si( geit/
sorompó

s) to go off the track /tr(k/
kisiklani

t) to buy a ticket for a train to....
jegyet venni vlhová

u) to miss the train /mis/
lekésni a vonatot

v) to catch the train /k(t(/
elérni a vonatot

w) to wait on platform 6 /pl(tf(:m/
a 6-os vágányon várakozni

x) to show one's ticket for the inspector /in’spekt(/
y) megmutatni a jegyet a kalauznak

z) to take the wrong train 
rossz vonatra szállni

aa) to stand at platform six 
6-os vágányon áll / vonat/

ab) to run every hour 
óránként jár

ac) to speed up /spi:d/
felgyorsul

to make up for the delay - 
behozza a késést

ad) to be delayed /di’leid/
késni

ae) slow train 
személyvonat

af) through train to... /(ru:/
közvetlen vonat vlhová

ag) freight train  /frait/
tehervonat

ah) carriage /k(rid(/
vasúti kocsi

ai) steam locomotive /sti:m  louk(moutiv/
gőzmozdony

aj) upholstered /(p’houlst(d/
kárpitozott

ak) luggage rack /r(k/
csomagtartó

hall/ waiting room - 
váróterem

al) loudspeaker /laudspi:k(/
hangszóró

am) to queue up /kju:/
sorban állni

an) level crossing /levl kr(si(/
vasúti átjáró

ao) track /tr(k/
vágány

ap) to collide head-on /k(’laid h(d (n/
frontálisan ütközni

Exercises

l. Give definitions of the following or put them into sentences to show their meaning.

aq) a waiting room
ar) the left luggage office 
as) 
at) the lost property office 
au) a railway guide
av) 
aw) a through train 
ax) a loudspeaker 
ay) 
az) a return ticket 
ba) a luggage rack 
bb) 
bc)  a non-smoker 
bd)  a dining car
be) 
bf)  a level crossing 
bg) q) a freight train 
bh) 
bi) a season ticket


2.  Which of them is the biggest? Put them in the order of size!
a) a compartment, a seat, a carriage

b) a briefcase, a wallet, a suitcase 

c) a railway station, a taxi rank, a bus stop

a) d) a luggage rack, a luggage locker
b) 3.  Give the opposites of the following:

c) a fast train 
d) a freight train 
e) 
f) a single ticket 
g) a smoker
h) 
i) departures
j) to miss a train
k) 
l) to turn on the heating 
m) facing the engine
n) 
o) the train is crowded
p) this seat is vacant
q) 
r) to put the window up
s) to slow down
t) 
u) to catch the train


a) 4. Explain what the following phrases and idioms mean?

b) to go by rail 

c) to travel by sea 

d) to travel by air 

e) to miss the train

f) to hail a porter 

g) to change trains 

h) to take a sleeper

i) to catch the wrong train

5. Where can you find the following notices? (All of them are in connection with railway stations and trains! )

NO SMOKING 
YOU MUST NOT CROSS THE LINES

ENGAGED

DO NOT LEAN OUT OF THE WINDOW

TO PLATFORM THREE

5. What can you see in the picture?
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(Nouns: railway station, timetable, news-stand, refreshment room, snack bar, book stall, left luggage, lost property, waiting room, booking office, hotel reserva​tion, information desk, advance booking office, platform, train, locomotive, compartment, smoker, non-smoker, sleeping car, dining car, goods train, luggage locker, luggage van, luggage rack, seat reservation, platform ticket, souvenir shop, attendant, station master, ticket collector, guard corridor, slot machine.

Verbs: to stand, to wait for, to see off: to run after, to leave, to take leave, to wave goodbye, to wave a handkerchief, to kiss, to hand in, to show, to control, to wave a flag, to blow a whistle, to point to, to open, to study the timetable, to carry, to get a ticket, to reserve, to eat, to buy, to have a meal, to read, to push, to jump, to fall, to drop, to help, to pick up.)

6 Put the pictures in order and say what Mr. Gordon is doing in the following pictures?
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a) to study. timetable

b) to buy, ticket, ticker office

c) to leave, suitcase. luggage locker

d) to wait for, to read. waiting room

e) to get in, carriage

f) to put, suitcase. luggage rack

g) to wave, moving train, to lose, hat

h) to pull, communication cord

i) to get off, to pick up

j) to pay, fine

Now tell the same story in first person singular as if it had happened to you last week. Complete your story with as many details as possible.

7. How would you

a) ask a porter to take your luggage to the taxi rank,

b) ask the attendant at the lost property office if they have found your coat,

c) tell the man at the left luggage office that you want to leave your luggage there and will collect it in the morning,

d) buy two single second-class tickets to Paris at the booking office,

e) ask the clerk at the information desk when the train will be leaving for London and from which platform,

f) ask the booking clerk if you could get your ticket refunded as you have missed your train,

g)  ask the station master to phone the next station and ask them to get your suitcase from the last compartment,

h)  buy a platform ticket as you would like to see your friends off?

10. A one-sided conversation Fill in the missing lines.

A: Did you say Edinburgh, sir? Well, the next one's leaving at 5.50. 

B: ............

A: It's a fast train, so it's supposed to get there by 10. 

B: ............

A: No, reservations are only needed on overnight journeys. 

B:............

A: £28 for a full fare first-class ticket. 

B: ............

A: Oh, you want to travel second class. That's only £14. 

B: ............

A: Then you can have a weekend ticket at a reduced rate. 

B: ............

A: Yes, there's a buffet and a restaurant car. 

B: ............

A: Over there in the corner, where you can see those people queuing. 

B: .......... .

A: That's all right.

8.Match the following sentences.

A) 

a)  Are there any through trains to Edinburgh?

b) At what time is the London train due in?

c) Do I have to change for Brighton?

d) A first-class single to Oxford, please.

e) Which platform does the Edinburgh express leave from? 

f) Has the London train left yet? 

g) Which train are you taking?

B) 
a) Hurry up, the train is just about to leave!
b) Platform three, sir.

c) Here you are. Twelve pounds fifty. 

d) In about five minutes.

e) No, you don't. There's a through train.

f) I'm going by the five-o'clock train.

g) No, you'll have to change in London. I'm afraid.

READING

As The Train Rolls On 
Jenn V., Westwood, MA

The train speeds people through the city.
Warm riders read newspapers
On a cold winter day.
The barren streets are empty,
Except for a broken down automobile.
Derelicts sleep in the sewer grate,
Trying to keep warm.
A man walks around in a thin coat,
Looking for food in a dumpster.
Some days, he finds a sandwich.
Today, he is not so lucky.
Today, he will go hungry.
Meanwhile, the train rolls on,
And the apathetic riders 
Do not acknowledge poverty and deprivation
In their seemingly perfect world.
They do not see that
The street people cannot board the train
Because they are poor and uneducated.
The gap between the two groups widens,
And the train continues to move on.
Unless the riders on the train help
Those who are less fortunate,
The train will not stop for them.
The train will roll on
And the gap will grow wider
until the train finally disappears
In the early morning light.


Exercise

Rewrite the poem into a ”story” using your own words! Begin the story like this: 

I’m travelling on a train. People around me are reading their newspaper.

GUIDED COMPOSITION

1. TRAVELLING BY TRAIN

1.  Do you travel by train?

What are the advantages s and disadvantages s travelling by train?

   advantages: not very expensive, usually punctual, to have good international connections, 

   to offer cheap fares for pensioners, students, people working in the public services, young 

   people up to 26 to travel throughout most countries in Europe special children’s ticket

2.     disadvantages: dirty, noisy, crowded carriages

Where can you buy rail tickets?

    ticket office at railway stations, travel agencies

Why is it worth buying a return ticket?

     cheaper, to queue only once

Why do many people choose to travel by train in the age of cars?

commuters, who can’t afford use their cars,  to have enough space to move, to be absolutely relaxed and calm

What are today’s locomotives like?

   diesel and electric locomotives

3.  What carriages does a train consist of?

     first class compartment, second class carriage, dining car for full meal, buffet car for

     light meals, international trains have sleeping car

What can you find inside  the carriages?

    first class compartment:upholstered seats, comfortable, second class carriage: less 

comfortable covered with fake leather, luggage rack

4.  Where do you like to sit when you travel?

    to sit facing the engine/ back to engine/ by window, to sit in smoking/ non-smoking

     compartment

When do you have to make a seat reservation?

5.  intercity train

6.  What kind of trains can you travel with in Hungary?

Where can you leave your luggage?

    left luggage office, locker

What is a railway station like in England?

    to be covered, ticket barrier: before you are allowed to go out to the platforms, you have to show your ticket to the ticket collector

7.  How are tickets checked  in England?

What is a relief train?

Apart from passenger traffic, what is rail transport used for?

8.  What kind of railway accidents can you hear about?

Accidents at level crossing, passengers jump on and off moving trains, trains collide head on
2. Write a composition with the title:

AN UNPLEASANT JOURNEY BY TRAIN

(You took the wrong train, lost your ticket, pulled the emergency brake accidentally, ordered a meal in a restaurant car and found that you had left your money at home, you left something in the compartment, you missed the train, you weren't met by anyone in a strange city, etc.)

You may make use of some of the following words:

packed, corridor, suitcase, luggage rack, collector, ticket, single, station, crowded, to queue up, booking office, buffet, platform, ticket in​spector, to leave, guard, to whistle, flag, first-and second-class car​riage, dining car, seat, compartment, non-smoker, to stop, goods train, to slow down, to get out, express, stationmaster, porter, passenger.

SITUATION
AT THE INFORMATION OFFICE

A: I'd like to
enquire

make some enquiries

get some information
about trains to
Edinburgh. 

Cardiff. 

Manchester.

B: Certainly. What would you like to know`'
A: Could you tell me
the departure times? 

the times of departure?

when trains leave for Edinburgh? 

when trains leave for Cardiff?

B: Do you want

Do you wish

Would you like
to travel by
a fast train?

a morning train?

 a slow train?



A: I'd like to
take

travel by
a fast train. 

a morning train.

a slow train.

B: Then 

In that case
there's a good train at 8 a.m.

I suggest you take the 8 o'clock express.

A: How long 


does the journey take?

will it. take to get there?

B: About.


four hours. 

two hours. 

six hours

A: Which platform does the train leave from?

B: Platform
seven, 

five, 
but you'd better
reserve

book
a seat.

A: Do I have to change anywhere?

B: No,
it's a through train,

you can travel direct,


but you're allowed to break the journey anywhere if you

feel like it. 

want to.

 wish to.

AT THE TICKET OFFICE

A: I'd like to

Could I

May I
book reserve
a
seat

sleeper


on the
Edinburgh express Plymouth train
leaving at
six

seven

next Wednesday.

tomorrow morning?



B: I'm sorry, 

I'm afraid


we are fully booked for
that day.

Wednesday.

Tomorrow.

,

A: Well, how about 

               what about 
Friday

Saturday
then?

B: That seems to be all right. 


What class do you wish to travel?

First or second class?

A: First

Second
and preferably
non-smoker

smoker
I'd like to sit near. the window
facing

back to


the engine,



B: Good. Here's your reservation ticket. Keep it with your train ticket.

A: Thank you. Could you please tell me if there is a
buffet 

restaurant

dining


car on the train? 



B: I'm afraid there isn't, but
light refreshments

 tea and coffee 

sandwiches
are always served during the journey.



Exercises

a) 1.  Give polite answers to the following:

a) Would you help me put my suitcase on the rack, please?

b) Do you mind if I open the window?

c) Do you mind my smoking?

d) Could you possibly keep an eye on my luggage while I buy a newspaper? 

e) Would you mind moving your bag, this is my seat.

f) May I close the window?

g) Can I have a look at your newspaper? 

h) Can I sit here?

i) Could you give me a light?

Now give polite negative answers to the same questions. (Always give an excuse! )

2. Role play

You'd like to travel with your three young children to Bristol. The train's rather crowd​ed, but there's a compartment where there seem to be vacant several seats.

A (You) 
B (Old woman)

1) Get into train. Greet B. Ask if this train goes to Bristol.
2) Reply. (Yes - but slow train!)

3) Ask if there are any vacant seats.
4) Reply. Tell them to sit down.

5) Thank A and sit down.
6) Ask how old the children are and what their names are.

7) Reply and ask if you can smoke a cigarette.
8) Politely refuse. (Non-smoker!)

9) Ask what time the train arrives at Bristol.
10) Say you're not sure. Suggest asking the guard.

11 ) Accept advice. Ask if there's a restaurant car on the train.
12) Reply. (Yes - last carriage!)

13) Ask B to keep an eye on your luggage while you go to the restaurant car.
14) Say sorry, you're getting off at the next stop. Ask if you can offer any sweets to the children.

IS) Politely accept. Offer to help B take down her luggage.
16) Accept and thank A for his kindness.

l7) Reply and say goodbye.
I8) Reply

3. You'd like to spend the weekend at Brighton with your little son. Go and buy your tickets. (Holiday return, half fare). Find out what time your train leaves and from which platform. Make sure you take a train that doesn't arrive too late. You prefer a fast train to a slow one and you'd like to travel direct as you have a lot of luggage.

4. You are expecting a friend from Edinburgh. He has sent a telegram saying that his train arrives at 7 p.m. Now it is 7.30 and the Edinburgh express hasn't arrived yet. Go to the information desk and inquire. (Derailment!. .. No one hurt!... Express an hour late. . . )

5. You travelled from Belfast to London last Sunday morning. You left your handbag/briefcase on the train. Go to the Lost Property Office, London. You will probably have to identify yourself. Give your personal particulars and describe the contents of your handbag/briefcase.

6. Who are the people saying these sentences and where? 

a) You'll have to pay 20 pence a day for this bag.
b) Where did you leave your wallet and what did it contain? 
c) Where do you want me to take your suitcase?

d) The next train is the 10.15 from platform 2. 
e) Tickets, please!

f) First lunch is being served! Act them out with a friend.

First discuss where the scene will take place, who the persons involved are and what they want. Try to make up interesting situations with unexpected or unconventional turns. Pair up with another student and "rehearse" the scene. When you know it well, act it out for the rest of the class. Giving scores, the class could decide who the best "actor" or "playwright" is.

7. You are a secretary. Your boss is going to spend a few days in Paris on business. Telephone the railway station for information about trains. Ask about

a) times of departure, b) times of arrival,

c) necessary connections.

Jot down the information you receive, then report to your boss what you have found out. When he has told you which train he prefers to take and what kind of ticket he'd like to get, (the earliest train - first class - return - facing the engine) go to the railway station and get the ticket. Ask which platform the train leaves from and if reservation tickets are needed.

GAME

There has been a burglary. Two men are suspected. The burglary took place on a Saturday afternoon between four and six o'clock. The two men admit that they were together, but they deny that they had anything to do with the burglary. Their story is that they travelled from London to Bournemouth. They have to appear in court and are questioned one at a time.

Two students (the accused) prepare their "story". They think out every detail : when the train left, which class they travelled, etc. Then one appears in court, while the other waits outside. Six other students are the jury. They ask questions. E.g. "When did the train leave? Did you have a corner seat? What was the weather like?" Or they say: "Describe the people you were travelling with", etc. Then the other burglar is cross-examined. Do they tell the same story? Is their alibi genuine?

JOKES

1. Question: How can you tell when a train has left the station?
Answer: It leaves its tracks behind. 

2. A man was travelling to Carlisle on a Scottish night express from London, and asked the guard to wake him at his destination. "If you find it difficult," he said to the guard jokingly, "just throw me out, bag and baggage."

When he woke up in the morning the train was nearly in Edinburgh. Furious, he went to the guard and told him what he thought of him. The guard, a Scotsman, listened to him calmly and at the end said: "Man, you are a good swearer, but you can not swear like the man I threw out at Carlisle."

3. Two Mexicans quarrelled and decided to fight a duel. To do this without attracting too much attention they took a train into the country. The first Mexican booked a return ticket, but his opponent took only a single.

"Caramba," explained the first. "Don't you expect to come back, my friend? I always get a return:'

"I never do," said the other, calmly. "I always take my adversary's return half."

4. Scotsman : How much do you charge?

Porter: 30 p. for the first suitcase, 20 for the second and 10 each for the rest. Scotsman: All right then, I'll take the first two and you take the rest!
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