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1. Outline a period of the history of Great Britain that you find intriguing. Discuss the major events, characters and the influence that it has had on the course of history.

2. Outline a period of the history of the United States that you find intriguing. Discuss the major events, characters and the influence that it has had on the course of history.

3. In spite of tremendous good will and the willingness to help, there is a widening gap between the rich and the poor. Who is to blame? What can be done to help? Be prepared to discuss specific examples.

4. What role has art played in society up to the present? Talk about a form of art that interests you.

5. Give a brief summary of one of the books you have read in English and highlight the main themes of the book. Give background details on its author, were there significant events in his/her life that influenced the writing of this book?

6. The crime rate is on the increase and despite apparent effort from police forces, the long awaited solution is nowhere in sight. Give an account of the underlying causes of different crimes and the possible means of prevention. Include the role of punishment and the “trial by jury” court system in the process.

7. Moral values in society: social standards versus individual choice. Whose right or duty is it to set the basic guidelines of morality? Who is to say what is right and wrong, good and bad?

8. What are some areas that are at risk concerning the environment? What can you do individually to preserve the earth for our descendants?

9. Give an account of the role of the media in a consumer society. Freedom and objectiveness have come into conflict with greed and sensationalized news. Give your opinion on these issues. What impact does the media have on you personally?

10. Describe the social events, customs, and celebrations of the United Kingdom and the United States.

11. Human rights, rights of minorities, racial discrimination, and ethnic hatred. Present your ideas in a concise manner on how these issues affect present society, citing examples from history on the triumphs and tragedies that have been faced in connection with the topic.

12. Trace the evolution of democracy to the present, describing the political systems of Great Britain and the United States in the process.

13. Explain the importance of the family in society: what are some of the traditional family units and customs that can be found around the world?

14. Highlight the important geographical features of the British Isles and the Commonwealth of Nations. Describe a place in this region that you find interesting.

15. Highlight the important features of the geography of the United States and Canada. Describe a place in this region that you find interesting.

16. Compare the Hungarian education system with that of Great Britain and the United States. What do you think the key principles are of an ideal educational system?

17. What are some important aspects in maintaining a healthy lifestyle? What part do sports, and health care play in this? What can you do personally to maintain overall fitness?

18. The original aim of modern technological developments, namely that of serving the best interest of mankind, has become highly questionable in some areas. Discuss some of those controversial issues where our real interest seems to be at risk.

19. Religion: what influence has it had on society in the past and present? Compare and contrast some of the major world religions. List a few tings you think are worth believing in.

20. We are the beginning of a new millennium. What do you think are some of the great achievements we will see? What are the great concerns that will face humanity in the coming years? Talk about some of your personal dreams and ambitions.

Tentative Syllabus
Sept: Crime & Environment

Oct.: Customs

Nov.: Education

Dec.: Religion & Discrimination

Jan.: Geography of the Commonwealth and North America

Feb.: Family, Morals, British History

Mar.: Technology & US History

Apr.: Government & Rich/ Poor

May: Media & Art

Grades are generally as follows:

Small: quiz, writing, outline

Big: oral examination, essay

Major: Kiserettsegi

