ACTFL Guidelines: Listening
Novice-Low

Understanding is limited to oceasional isolated words, such as cogmates, horrowed words, and high-frequency social
conventions. Essentially no ability to comprehend even shart utterances.

Novice-Mid

Able to understand some short, learned utterances, particularly where context strongly supports understanding and
speech is clearly audible. Comprehends some words and phrases from simple questions, statements, high-frequency
commands and courtesy formulae about topics that refer to basic personal information or the immediate physical

setting. The listener requires long pauses for assimilation and periodically requests repetition and/or a slower rate of
speech,

Novice-High

Able to understand short, learned urterances and some sentence-length utterances, particularly where context
strongly supponts understanding and speech is clearly audible Comprehends words and phrases from simple
questions, statements, high-frequency commands, and courtesy formulae. May require repetition, rephrasing, and/or
a slowed rate of speech for comprehension.

Intermediate-Low

Able to understand sentence-length utterances which eonsist of recombinations of learned elements in a limited
number of content areas, particularly if strongly supported by the situational context. Content refers to basie
personal background and needs, social conventions and routine tasks, such as getting meals and receiving simple
instructions and directions. Listening tasks pertain primarily to spontaneous face-to-face conversations.

Understanding is often uneven; repetition and rewording may be necessary. Misunderstandings in both main ideas
and details arise frequently, )

Intermediate-Mid

Able to understand sentence-length utterances which consist of recombinations of learned utterances on a variety of
topics. Content continues to refer primarily to basic personal background and needs, social conventions and
somewhat more complex tasks, such as lodging, transportation, and shopping. Additional content areas include some
personal interests and activities, and a greater diversity of instructions and directions. Listening tasks not only
pertain to spontaneous face-to-face conversations but also to short routine telephone conversations and some
deliberate speech, such as simple announcements and reports over the media. Understanding continues to be uneven.

Intermediate-High

Able to sustain understanding over longer stretches of connected discourse on a number of topics pertaining to
different times and places; however, understanding is inconsistent due to failure to grasp main ideas and/or details.
Thus, while topics do not differ significantly from those of an Advanced level listener, comprehension is less in
quantity and poorer in quality. '

Advanced

Able to understand main ideas and most details of connected discourse on a variety of topics beyond the immediacy
of the situation. Comprehension may be uneven due to a variety of linguistic and extralinguistic factors, among
which topic familiarity is very prominent. These texts frequently involve description and narration in different time
frames or aspects, such as present, nonpast, habitual, or imperfective. Texts may include interviews, short lectures
on familiar topics, and news items and reports primarily dealing with factual information. Listener is aware of
cohesive devices but may not be able to use them to follow the sequence of thought in an oral text.



Advanced Plus

Able to understand the main ideas of most speech in a standard dialect; however, the listener may not be able to
sustain comprehension in extended discourse which is propositionally and linguistically complex. Listener shows an

emerging awareness of culturally implied meanings beyond the surface meanings of the text but may fail to grasp
soctocultural nuances of the message.

Superior

Able to understand the main ideas of all speech in a standard dialect, including technical discussion in a field of
specialization. Can follow the essentials of extended discourse which is propositionally and linguistically complex,
as in academic/professional settings, in lectures, speeches, and reports. Listener shows some appreciation of
aesthetic norms of target language, of idioms, colloquialisms, and register shifting Able to make inferences within
the cultural framework of the target language. Understanding is aided by an awareness of the underlying
organizational structure of the oral text and includes sensitivity for its social and cultural references and its affective
overtones. Rarely misunderstands but may not understand excessively rapid, highly colloguial speech or speech that
has strong cultural references.

Distinguished

Able to understand all forms and styles of speech pertinent to perszonal, s-.ﬁcial, and professional nesds tailored to
different audiences. Shows strang sensitivity to social and cultural references and aesthetic norms by processing
language from within the cultural framework. Texts include theater plays, screen productions, editorials, sympaosia,

academic debates, public policy statements, literary readin gs, and most jokes and puns. May have difficulty with
some dialects and slang,



Pecs. Procasins e a Lo Affﬂmﬂf
L \Wiewocs Teric (qu
L Gue Gubwg 25 . Clae 7 To e (A (PWWB
. GW AW VB4R CSsEuTny. To TEKT  (buasrrmous)
5| Poe wiors Tant. Sewveurs Avsueme Cs or Fuw Quser baone)
“, Msi Comufing (s (féﬂéﬂc@S
5, Puy T AGaw (Putnstice
b Go ovar s ot tuser Ctotuse (Peacties)

~ 1| (Mo DSCeossioU / Do A Rers LAt / M TE A Tolrhe SuZes coF,

(Prouctiod )

= P ~ Toi PHYsice  Resfouss
W sAoT AT (Mo Peowiuid o Dutesdy

— | D\=TA IOV



I. Standard Dictation

Al

11

Material Selection

1. Should review vocabulary, structures, sounds, etc. already taught.
2. Should be put within a context before given.

. Steps in Presentation

1. Motivate the students. Give a brief summary which relates the dictation material to real

life, a story, a picture, or something with which they are already familiar.

. Teacher reads the paragraph once or twice at normal speed.

3. Teacher reads the paragraph in short phrase units of three or four words each, and each
unit is followed by a pause. Repeat as necessary, depending on the students' level.

4. Dwuring the pause, students write exactly what they hear.

5. Indicate the punctuation by either saying the punctuation mark or by assigning a sound to
each punctuation mark. Click=comma. Pop=period. Drill these with students
beforehand.

6. Teacher then reads the whole paragraph once more at normal speed so students can check
their writing.

7. Have students correct their dictation. (See Section I'V for correction techniques.)

Dicto-Comp

. Definition: This exercise is a combination of dictation and composition. Students will

practice taking notes and writing information in their own words.

. Material selection: The students should be familiar with the material used in a dicto-comp.

Text summaries would be good. If new material is used, there should not be too many new
vocabulary items.

Steps: .
1. Motivate the students by giving a brief summary of the content and relate it to a familiar
experience.

2. Introduce any new vocabulary that may be difficult for the students. Leave the words on

the board.

Read the passage two times. THE STUDENTS DO NOT WRITE DURING THIS TIME.
Ask the students comprehension questions from the passage.

Read it again and allow the students to take notes.

Give the students time to write the summary of the dictation from their notes and
comprehension of the reading,
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. Correction: The students' work will not be exactly like the script. The purpose of the dicto-

comp is for the students to listen, comprehend, and synthesize the information for
themselves. When correcting, look for certain pieces of information. If the students have



added too much, they may be copying it from memory from the script. Also be careful that
they do not add too much new information from prior knowledge.

E. Variation: The students take notes after the teacher reads the passage once. Students write
the important words as they hear them (not every word). This stimulates note-taking. Then
they write the information in a paragraph.

III. Real Life Dictation

A. Definition: Real life dictation simulates a real life situation in which people would really

have to listen to something and then write $&vm information. Here are some examples that
could be tumed into real life dictations.

1. Phone conversations 7. Info. about tourist areas

2. Asking about a party 8. Info. about homework assignments

3. Asking directions _ 9. Telegrams

4, Bus information 10. Receptionist questions

5. Doctor's instructions 11. Asking instruction (filling out forms)
6. Police (description of a person) 12, Shopping lists

During real life dictation, the student is listening to a conversation and s’he becomes one of the
characters. If a mother is telling the child the grocery list, the student becomes the child and
writes down what the mother says.

B. Making the Passage:
1. Write the dictation out in the form of a dialogue. Be sure it sounds natural.
. Be sure the students are writing down something, either words, numbers, or phrases,
. Incorporate pause or checks into the dialogue. ("How do you spell detergent?" "So, you
want be to get beans, pork, garlic, and some onions from the market?")
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IV. Corrections and Errors

The emphasis of dictations is not spelling, but rather to give students practice in comprehending
spoken language and transferring it into written language. Keep the following things in mind
when doing corrections(Oller):

A. Students should check their own work. It is immediate reinforcement and helps them know
what to focus on next time.

B. Students must do the dictation and correction in different colors of pen or pencil. This way
the students and teacher will see the errors and progress.

C. Have different students put their sentences on the board and then correct them as a class.

D. Don't count spelling errors unless distinctive sounds are wrong (i.e. pen/pan).

E. Re-occurring errors and problems should be pointed out and discussed.



Comprehension Activities

A. Sources of Listening Material

conversations, dialogues

literature: short stories, mysteries, portions of novels, plays
folk tales, fables, legends, myths

news broadcasts, TV or radio programs, videos

lectures or speeches

short passages which explain or describe

directions

teacher talk
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B. Types of Activities )
({talicization indicates activities included in the "Listening Activities" hand out.)

1. Checking/Ordering

a. Identify items of a designated word group (animals, colors, dates) from a word list
b. Put lists, pictures, people, etc. in order
c. check off from a list items that were heard

2. Number Games/Exercises
a. Make caleulations according to listening passage
b. Folliow directions to perform a trick with numbers

3. Maps
a. Follow directions
b. Label streets, building, monuments, etc.

4, Gnds/Charts/Building Plans/Family Trees/etc.
a. Complete grid/chart while listening to narration, conversation or reading passage

5. Physical response
a. Build a model according to directions
b. Total Physical Response SUOU  DAYS

6. Dictation (See "Dictation” hand out, Section I)
a. Write down entire passage
b. Write down stressed words, reduced words, tenses, speech acts (greetings, invitations, etc.)

7. Lecture (See "Dictation" hand out, Section II.)
a. Take notes

b. Answer comprehension questions (T/F, multiple choice, fill-ins)
¢, Summarize
d

. Listen for main ideas, irrelevant points, transitions



8. Pictures
a. Draw what teacher/student/tape describes
b. Put pictures in arder according to a description X
c. Find mistakes or differences as picture is described

9. Strip Stories

a. Students learn a line of a story, poem, etc. and say it aloud: others in class must put the
lines in order

10. Jigsaw Listening

a. Different groups of students hear different parts of a story and must pool their information
to get a complete story

L1, Guessing Games
a. 20 Questions
b. Animal, Vegetable, Mineral?

12. Inference/Prediction
a. Listen to conversation or passage and make inferences, predictions

13. Discourse Analysis

a. After listening to a recorded conversation among native speakers, analyze it for speech
acts, level of formality, turn-taking, reduced speech, etc.

14, Vocabulary/Grammar

a. Identify designated vocabulary/grammar items 2
b. Guess correct definition from hearing the word in context
c. Wntefidentify a paraphrase of a designated sentence
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Listening Activities

I. Warm-up Activities C il O, f{vﬂm:u.:,,
Have students take out a piece of paper and list words that are in the designatad word group.

A. Listall the color words you hear:
desk. book. floor, red, open, vellow, seat, bed, brew. white. pink, back. table, hlack,
lamp. orange. carpet, dus, green, biue, brown, fan. fawer

B. In this group of numbers, list only the dates:
6 ounces, 1334, |4 cans, 24 shapes, $2.35, (807 3 feet, rwenty pastsix, 1967, 1874,
20 pounds, 1976, five thirty, 1990 peaple, $10.23, 1546

C. Inthe passage. follow the progression of the party and write down how many people

were left at the end of the night:
\What a party! [ got thers about 8:00 and thers were already fifty people there before |
arrived, Shortly after | 2ot a drink. Mike and Shirley came in, That's the way things ware
until [0:00, when Peter came in. He'd gonten lost an the way. [t lookad ag if things were
breaking up then, because ten people suddenly got in a fight and lef Then about 11:00, five
of them came back. Thar's the way it staved uniil we 2l wenr home a; abour 12:30.

II. Number Games and Exercises:
A.. Number Puzzle (by Zhang Chuan-de):
. Think of a number.
- Add 3 to this number,
. Multiply vour answer by 2.
. Subtaer 4 from your answer.
. Divide your answer by 2,
Subtract the number with which you stared.

bt I = S o I o

(* The answer will always be one.}

B. A Trick with Numbers (Talk 10 from Listening Contaurs)

First, write down your house or 2parment number,

. Mext, double it In other words, rmuliiply vour house number by rwo

Then, add five to the doubled number.

Fourth, multiply this number by 30,

The fifth st2p is to add your age to this total,

Sixth, vou have 1o add the number of days In a vear, which is 365

The seventh and final sieq is this: subeac 615 Fom the number that vou have,

(Not2: The resultis the "mrick.” The first pari of the numBer is the address and the jas; pars of th= number
s the age of the person.)

e = A AN oo

C. Another Trick with Numbers (Talk 18 from Listening Contoyrs)

a. Firsi writz down 1he magic number: 12343679, Motiea thar the magic number is a lispof
numbers gne through nine, but the number eight is omimed.

. Next, pick a number from one 10 nins. You can chooce any numoer becwesn gne ard nins

. Mext, muliiply your number by nine,

d. Finally, multiply by the magic number (12343679). For sxample. if vou chose the number 7.
the result of multiplving she number 7 by the magic number will Be 2 number that cansisss of 2
series of sevans,




[II. Mapping Activities <
A. John and the Room Map
Seript: John came into the house and walked down the hall. He med left at the end of the hall,
and crossed the living-room as far as the chair, He walked roend the chair and across the room o
the TV, He rumed back and went throusgh the door oppesite the TV, past the rug, and up to the
bed. He mmed right, went into the kitchen and sat oppesite the refrigeracor.

Student Directions: Follow lohn into his house. Deaw lines ta show whers lohn went, Note:
Y ou could also have students pur numbers (o show where John siopped first, second, etc.) Whers
is Jahr at the end of the siory? T
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B. Friendship Store: Men's Department Map (Taken from Morley)
Seript: Mr. Lui got out of elevaror #2. He asked the elevator mzn, "Where are the ties?™ The
elavarur man said, "Tum to the lefk, walk all the way back to the siore. The ties are on the las:
caunter to your feft :

Wext, Mr. Zhou got out of elevator #2. He said, "Whers are the hatsT" The elevator man said,
"Walk straight ahead, sir, to the back of the store. Hats are on the back counter in Font of vou,”

Then Mr. Li got out of elevator 52 and said, "Whers are the bathrobes?™ The elevator man said,
"Walk siraight ahead sir, the bathrobes are on the middle-left counter. The bathrobes are on tha
middle-left counter,”

tls. Bi got out of elevator £2. She said, ™"Whers are the pajamas?™™ The elevaror man raplisd,
"Smaight abead. Pajamas are on the middle-right counter..the middle right countes,”

Student Directions: In a large deparment store the elevator operator can r2] you where o find
merchandise. Let's locate some itzms, Write the type of clothing on the carrect counter zcearding
ta what you hear form the elevator man.

Frisnd:ria Store: Maps DecarTmant
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IV. Diagram Activities
A. Room Arrangement
This kind of practice can be vsed in many different contexts. Try drawing a diagram of an aparmment foor
plan. The students must listen carefully and place different pieces of fumiture in the comect placs
according ta the dirsctions. Vocabulary: bed, table lamp, floor lamp, dresser, desk, chair, sofa. armchair,
television, bookease, siereo, tahle, Students can either place acrual pierures of the pieces of fumirure in the
comrect places or put the vosabulary on small slips of paper and they can position the words,

[ —
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B. Family Portrait:
The purpose of this listening activity is not only to practice directional phrases, but 2lso to review family
relationship vocabulary. Have the studants write the names of all the family members on small piecss of
papet. {Femalzs: Barbie, Debbie, Julie, Mary Beth. Males: Bob. Jim, Fred, Edgar) Raview relatianship
vocabulary (zrandfather, grandmather, daughter, son, aunt, uncle, mother, father, sisier, brother, niece,
neshew, eousin, in-laws).and review the direction words (to the left of, to the right of, on the right, on the
left, in the middle, behind, in front of). Present context 2nd have the students put the family picturs
togacher inside (he "frame” of their ixtbooks.

Seript: On New Yeaar's Day. the Jones family got together. Although some of the family members were
missing, they dacided to have their picture taken anyway. Lisien carcfully and ses if you can put the
family members in the correct place in the picture.

2. Grandmother Jones is in the middle of the picrure.

B, Just behind hes and a licle to the lef in the picrure is her son-in-law, Bob.

c. Bob's wife. Julie, is sianding next to her husband on the left. She is holding their daughter, Barbie, whoe
is §ix menths old.

. Grandfather Jones is standing an the right side of Grandmother Johns in the picrure.

. Bob's nephéw, Frad, is standing on the other side of Grandfather Janes.
Frad's farher, Edgar, is Julie's' brother, but sincs he took the picturs, he isa'tin i

. Fred is locking at his ovo cousins, Debbie and Jim, Jim is on the far left next to his mother, 25d Detois

v is sianding toward the front berwesn her brother and her mother.

. Julie’s sister-in-law, Mary Beth, is on the f2r right standing behind Fred.

g == n A
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Further practice: Afizr you finish using this listening activicy, have the students work in pairs and set up
2 new picrure. They can give zach other new directions and in this way practics their speaking and
listzning skills '




V. Charts and Directions

A chare with various pictures like the one shown in the handout can provide many different kinds af
praccice in listening and following directions, Here is a list of some directional words phrases, and
sentences that can be pracriced using the chart,

A. Practice distinguishing between rows and columns.
B. Practice directional phrases:
e above, below
s nextio
* nextio..on the lefi (right)
* tothenghtaof..
« 1otheleftof..
C. Cardinal and ordinal numbers:
* column D, fifth from the bottom (top)
* 1ow 6 (sixth row), two to the left or right, or first/last, or third from the last, etc.
D. Map directions: north, south, east, west, northeast (west), southeast (west)

Example: Start at square number five. Go five squares south, two squares west, thres squares east, and
three squares south. Where are you? Students respond by giving either the number of the square or the
object pictured. Students could also be asked to put an object in the final square, Using sourtheast, etc.
malkes it more difficult,

Go over several examples of using the chart with the students,
Le.: Rows/eolumns Practice:

* find column D, fourth from the top (22

* find row nine, second box (50}

¢ find row five, second to the last box (29)

* find column C, szcond from the bottom (43)

= find column B, third from the top (14)

* find column A, middle box (25)

* find row three, first box (13)

Map Direction Practice; Where are you?

A. Startat#17. Go thres squares south (33), two squares west (33), five squares north (3). and one
square east. Where are vou? (4) .

B. Startat square 37. Go four squares northeas: (17), two squares west (15}, six squares south (31), ard
thres squares northwest. Where are you? (37)

Have the students practice with pariners.






V1. Making Things By Following Directions
A. Have the students draw a simple picture by following directions, Example:

Ll |t —
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Draw a lake. 5. Draw the sun aver the lake.
Draw two rezs next to the lake. . 6. Draw rwo birds near the re=s.
Draw a rock benwean the fress, 7. Draw grass around the lake.
Draw a fish in the laka. 3. Draw sz froz on the rock.

Nate Key Words: nextto, in, berwesn, over, around. near, on, draw

2l

Have students mzke an object out of paper by listzning to directions. Exampie: How To Makz A Paper Hat

Bring the top laft comer ta the center line,
Fold the bomom recmangular pizca up.
Tum the hat over,

Fold the other borom piecs up.

Fuld the paper in half with the folded edge up.
Fald the paper from left to right.

Unfold the paper, leaving a line down the canter.
Bring the top right comer to the center line.

SRR

Follow-up: Write your awn operation for making semething out of paper.
MNote K=y Wards: in half, felded, unfolded, center fold, botiom, bring, rectangular

C. Have the stwdents maka a necklace out of an index card. Be sure they bring a pair of scissors! Give them the picturs

steps first and have them number them in the comect order 25 they listaa to the directions. Then have them acually
ity the sieps and make the necklace.

Seript:

-

L]

L]

Fold the card in half the long ways. i

Then, beginning from the folded edge, cut a series of slits along the entirz width of the eard, to within [/4 af an inch
of the oppaosita side, Be careful not to cut all the way through the car. Make you slits about 1/4 of 2n inch apart,
This is important.

MNext, i the eard campletely around so that the open edges arz facing you. Cut mors slis going the cpposite
dirzction. the same way you made the athers, stopping about /8 of an inch from the opposite cdge of the card.
Finally, cut along the folded edge, beginning from the siit farthest on you right, and continuing to the slit farthest on
your left. The slit farthest on your right is A, and the slit farthest on your left is B. Be sure nat to cut beyond A and
B, or you might accidentally cut the card into two pieces.

when you are finished, unfold the card very carsfully and lay it flat on the table. It should book like one of the
pictures provided on vour paper.

Now you ars ready to put you head through the card. Very carefully slip you fingers into the lang slit ar the csnter
of the card, and slowly pull the card apart until it has opened as wide as it will go. Yoo will find that you have
created a hole so large that you can slide the card over you head and around you neck.

Student Worksheet: Lisizn carefully to the insmuctions on how o put your head through a small card. You will hear the
dirsctions owics. The first time you hear them, find the pictures below that match the instructions. Put the steps in order.
The secend time you hear them check your order 2nd then acrually o the sisps.

S1ER| STEP3 : STEPS
STEPZ STEP 4 STEP S .
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EXAMPLE FROM: IMPROVING AURAL COMPREHENSION (Unit 3, Lesson 17)

ey Yocabulary:

Direction Phrases

- on the eemer (direciion)

. on the far side of »  lefi {right}-hand building
«  on the south [narth) side af the strezt «  anthe narh (to the norh) +  middle of the block
2. Stores )
bakgry camasa shop Tibrary parking lot theater WA
Bank drugiiars hizh schoal recard shop women's shog
boukistare gift shop men'y s1ore spodting goods YMCA
Student map:
SHOFPPMMG DISTRICT
“Where fx the bank? Where it the theater?”
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Shopping districts in most small towns have almest
identical stores and buildings. Let us locate some of these.

Listen corzfully, Practics the vocabulary. Then write the
names on the map.

L=t's locate the booksiore. The bookstors is on Ficst
Avenue berween Main and Washinglon. The booksiore is
the large building an First Avenue berweza Main and
YWashington. 'Writz bookstars

wext locate the camera shop. The camen shop i all (e
way Up Main Strezt to the corner of Main and First All
the way up Main Sirse: to the comer of Main 2ad First
[t's on the [ef-hand comer, Write camem shop

“ext let's locate the drugsiors. 1t's on the comer of Third
and Main, The druegsiors’s on the comer of Third and
Main on the right-hand sids of the sirezt. Witz drugsiore,

Waw, let's lacate the gifi shop. The gift shop is next doer
to the bakery, The gift shap is next door to the bakery.
Write gift shop.

Le's find the high schoel. The gift shop is the largest
Butlding on Sezond betweza Main and Washingion an the
gouth sida of tha strazt The high szhool is the largest
butlding on Second Strezt betwezn Main and Washingica.
W rite high sehoal,

The lizmry is the larze Suilding on Third bezwesa Liacaln
and Main. |repeat) Wnile library,

The men’s sters is benwezn the bank and the camers shop
on Main Sireer IU's in the middle of the black. Write
men's slore.

. The parking lot is on the far sids of the library on Second

Avenuz, The parking lo is on the far sidz of the libracy on
Second Avenue. Write parking lot

. The record shop is across from the bank on the right-hand

corme of Second and Main, The record shop is 3cross
from the bank on the right-hand cormer or Second 2nd
Main. Wnle record shop.

Sporing gonds. The sponting goods shop is on the comer
of Sezond and Lincoln, The sporting zoods shap 15 on the
eafnas of Second and Lincola, Wrils sporning goads.

. The theater is on Main in the middle of th= block betwesn

Se=ond and First. The thearzr is on Main Steest in the
middle of the biock betwesn Second and First, Wrise
theatsr,

. The wamen's shop is on the commer of Lincols and First

{Regeat) Write women's shop.

. The ¥YMCA is on Lincoln betwesn Sezond and First

Avenues, Toe YMCA is on Lincola beiwesn Secand and
First in the middle of the block. Write YMCA.

And lasy the YWCA is aeross from the high school on the
eomer of Sécond and Washinglen, The YWCA is across
from the high schoal on thz comer of Sezord and
Washington, Write YWCA,

Pl



Pronunciation Bingo

dead spat thank bauble
stewed pace stock dad
not spot bubble stood
tank stalk nut base
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