DESCRIBING PEOPLE

(these are 2-hour classes)

by Irene Loewen

GOAL:
to describe people:
-     physical characteristics

·  personality traits

·  life’s story (biography)

· to tell anecdotes

DAY ONE

Hook:


Have students describe each other.




Tell an anecdote of yourself.

Presentation:

1.  Brainstorm vocabulary words for physical descriptions.

2. Explain anecdote and the value in stories.

Practice:
In pairs (or groups of 3), have students describe the people in pictures you give them.  Encourage them to use as many of the vocabulary words as possible.  Have them present their descriptions to the class.

HW:
Write a journal entry – your autobiography.

Note:  If you have weaker students, have them write the first half of their life this time and the second half next class.  In this way it is easier to teach proper sequential order.  Be sure they include one or two anecdotes.

DAY TWO
(some students won’t need this step)

Hook:
Listen to 5 or 6 students read autobiographies.  Comment on the positive aspects of the autobiography.  If there are huge mistakes, have them read it a second time and tell them of errors.  Give them a mark for oral presentation.

Presentation:
Review vocabulary words.

Practice:
More people picture descriptions in groups of 2 or 3.

HW:
Weaker students would write the second half of autobiography.  Include another anecdote. 

DAY THREE


Hook:
Listen to more autobiographies being read.  Comment on positives.  Correct at 2nd reading.

Presentation:
Brainstorm for vocabulary words about personality traits.  If they can’t think of any, ask them to describe their friends in one or two words, without telling you what they look like.


Present people photos describing various personality traits.

Practice:
Give students the same people pictures.  In groups of 2 or 3, have them describe the character of the person, using at least 3 words from the list.  Have them give reasons as to why they have given the people these characteristics.  Have each group present their description to the class.  Discuss vocabulary used and good reasons given for characteristics.

HW:
Describe a parent or grandparent.  Write a short story of them.  One anecdote could be how they met their spouse.

DAY FOUR


Hook:
Listen to biography of family.

Presentation:
Describe the difference between an autobiography and biography.  They have now written one of each, so use them as examples.

Practice:
Hand out pictures of people.  In groups of 2 or 3, write a biography of the person.  Be sure they include an anecedote or two.  Present these to the class.

HW:
Study vocabulary for tests.

DAY FIVE
Depending on classes and how much time they need to learn vocabulary, give more practice in groups.




This time give each group a mark for their oral presentations.




Criteria to use:
 -    vocabulary words used from class?

· did everyone in the group participate?

· anecdotes told?

· told in sequential order?

HW:
Study vocabulary for tests.

DAY SIX:
Give “Describing People/Personalities” Test.

DAY SEVEN
Give oral test.  Give each student a picture of a person.  Give them a few moments to write down vocabulary words they plan on using, then have them describe the picture they have been given, give a brief characterization of the person and a brief biography of the person.  One anecdote should be included.


This test can also be given in written form.  However, since these are to be oral classes, it seems more appropriate to give an oral test.

WORDS USED TO DESCRIBE PEOPLE
(use pictures, draw pictures, or use famous people to illustrate)

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

Height:

Tall
of average height
short

lanky

Weight/Build

Stout/chunky
skinny

Stocky
slender

Muscular
slim (tall and thin)


Petite (short and thin; usually for a woman)

Of heavy build
fat (impolite)

Of medium build
obese (medical problems)

Well built
overweight (more polite way to say fat)

Pear shaped

Broad shouldered
droopy shouldered
slouched

Poised

Facial Characteristics

Complexion (sensitivity and some explanation of “appropriateness” would be good here)

Black (dark skinned and light skinned)

White (Caucasian – albino, fair, tan, olive-skinned)j

Brown (Indian, Arab, Mexican)

Red, yellow

Pimples/zits (spots)

Mole

freckles

Noses:

Ski slope nose 

Pug nose

Roman nose

Small/big

Facial Hair:





Eyes:
Mustache





eyelashes

Beard






droopy eyes

Stubble





bags under the eyes/tired eyes

5 o’clock shadow




colors (ie hazel)

thin/bushy eyebrows

Teeth:






Wrinkles:

Straight





laugh lines (around mouth)

Crooked





crow’s feet

Buck






dimples

Braces

A gap in his/her teeth




Facial shape:


Yellow/white


Nice (Hollywood) smile


oval

round








Square

long






Apple shaped






Chubby cheeks






Double chin

Ears:

Small
dumbo ears

Big
dirty

Hair:

Thin
curly

pony tail

Thick
wavy

bangs

Long
bald(ing)
braided (a braid)

Short
hairy

parted on the side

Bobbed
receding hairline
wig/toupee

Frizzy
cowlick
sideburns

Straight
widow’s peak
dreads/dreadlocks

Colors: blonde, brown, red, black, bleach blonde, strawberry blonde, dark/dirty blonde, reddish brown, light brown, brunette (black or brown)

Ages:

Infant/newborn

teenager/adolescent

Baby (until 2 yrs old)

in early, mid, late 20s, 30s, 40s, etc.

Child/kid


middle aged (40s-50s)

Elderly/old

PERSONALITY TRAITS

What kind of person are you?

Adventurous

Kind

Artistic



Loyal

Capable



Careful

open-minded

Cheerful

optimistic

Considerate

organized

Creative

outgoing



outspoken

Dependable

patient

Devoted

perceptive

Diplomatic

polite



practical

Easygoing

Efficient

rational

Energetic

Enthusiastic

self-confident



sensible

Flexible

sensitive


Frank

sincere

Friendly

spontaneous

Generous

thoughtful

Gentle

Good-humored

unselfish

Good-natured





versatile

Happy 

Hardworking

witty

Helpful

Humorous

Imaginative

Intelligent

Interesting

