A “Potpourri” of Novel Ideas: Alternatives to the Book Report

(from Glen Kirkland and Richard Davies and many places.)

1. Keep a diary for the main character of the novel commenting on the story.

2. Write a letter as the main character to a good friend at a significant point in the story.

3. Write an additional chapter imitating the author’s style to be added at a specific point in the book.

4. Script the dialogue that might have taken place if Jay Leno or Oprah Winfrey interviewed the novel’s main character.

5. Write a letter to the author of the novel.

6. Write a book review for the local newspaper (so much for alternatives)

7. Create a crossword puzzle based on names, places and objects from the novel.

8. Write a newspaper story that reports the main event of the story or profiles the main character.

9. As the main character, compose a poem about the most upsetting or distressing point in the story.

10. Write a letter to a good friend who enjoys reading, giving your thoughts on the novel.  E careful to give your opinions -- do not merely summarize the plot.

11. Create a movie poster advertising the novel.

12. Compose a test that might be taken by the next reader of the novel.  Include in the test five multiple choice, five matching, five true or false, and five short answer questions,  Include the answers on a separate sheet.

13. If the novel’s author is well-known (check with your teacher), go to the library or use the Internet and research his/her life.  Write a summary of the author’s life; list the other books he/she has written; and speculate on how his/her life and character are reflected in the book you read.

14. Write a sequel to the novel - 10 years later.

15. Create a storyboard for a scene from a TV show based on the novel.

16. Write a script presenting a scene from the novel.

17. Draw pictures and floor plans showing the novel’s settings.  Create dioramas from your sketches.

18. Interview a main character from the novel.  Videotape your interview.

19. Gather or make 5 symbolic artifacts from the novel.  Create a symbolic container for the artifacts.  Make a presentation about the novel using the artifacts.

20. Write one or two paragraphs on two of the following topics:

a) analyze the main character’s problem and its outcome;

b) describe the main character’s personality and explain any changes that take place;

c) discuss why other students would find this novel helpful and not just entertaining;

d) consider the impression made by this author’s insights into human nature.

e) Why you would like to read another book by this author;

f) What makes the ending of this novel satisfactory; or what makes the ending of this story unsatisfactory;

g) Make suggestions which would have improved this novel, e.g., an added chapter or part of chapter, an added character, etc.  In each case, explain exactly where in the book this should be added, why and how this would change the story.

