Conflicts surrounding the Constitutional Convention
1. Representation: One of the most important conflicts among the Framers was about representation in Congress. They disagreed over how many representatives each state should be able to send to Congress. The conflict was between delegates from states with small populations and those from states with large populations. The small states were afraid that the larger states would control the new government. They proposed that each state should have the same number of representatives. This was called equal representation and was contained in what was called the New Jersey Plan, which called for one house of Congress. The states who had larger populations believed that representation should be proportional, meaning that it is determined by population. This was included in James Madison’s Virginia Plan, which called for two houses. The debate between these two groups almost ended the convention. A committee appointed to solve the problem was led by Benjamin Franklin, who proposed a solution know as the Great Compromise. It stated that there would be a bicameral Congress, the two houses being the Senate and the House of Representatives. The Senate would be elected on the basis of equal representation. The House of Representatives would be elected on the basis of proportional representation. The House would be given the power to develop all bills (proposed laws) for taxing and government spending. The result was that the large states would have slightly more influence over the creation of laws on taxation and how money would be spent. Bills passed by the House could always be checked, or rejected, by the Senate where the small states had equal representation. The compromise was hotly debated. It finally passed by one vote.
2. Tariffs and Slavery: The economy of the South was almost completely agricultural. People who owned plantations (large farms) in these states depended on slave labor. Slaves were considered property and could be bought or sold. They sold products such as cotton, tobacco, and indigo to the northern states as well as to some European nations. The South bought most of its manufactured goods from Britain. The economy of the North was much more diverse than in the South and relied on paid laborers. The North was also a center of shipbuilding and trade with other nations. For this reason, it was in direct competition with Britain.
